
 

 

 

 
 

UKULELE PICNIC RETURNS TO HAWAII FEBRUARY 17-19 
Popular Hawaiian music event includes local and international talent; expands to 

three days across multiple venues 
 

 

 



HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I – The Ukulele Foundation of Hawaii has announced 
the 14th annual Ukulele Picnic in Hawaii, February 17-19, 2023. The three-day 
festival will take place across multiple venues in Honolulu with local and 
international musicians, including Boo Takagi, Raiatea Helm, Mark Yamanaka, 
Kalei Gamiao and many other ukulele virtuosos and masters of their craft. 

The much-anticipated event begins Friday, February 17 with “Ukulele Picnic 
Special LIVE” a two-hour performance from noon to 2 p.m. at the Beach Bar of 
the Moana Surfrider, a Westin Resort and Spa. Highlighting the event will be the 
legendary musician Boo Takagi, who this year marks 75 years of ukulele 
performance. Other performers will include Yoko Oginome, Yoshio Nomura, 
Kenta Ebara, and the Sekiguchi Band. 

Performances will continue Saturday, February 18 with “Ukulele Picnic,” a six-
and-a-half-hour celebration at Ala Moana Center’s Centerstage. The free event 
will include Hawaii’s Raiatea Helm and Mark Yamanaka, local and international 
ukulele virtuosos, group performers and the 1933 Ukulele Allstars from Japan. 

The event culminates on Sunday, February 19 with a “Premium Ukulele Party 
and Boo Takagi Tribute” at DECK. in the Queen Kapiʻolani Hotel from 4 to 7 
p.m. Boo Takagi marks his 90th birthday in March. Tickets are required and the 
celebration will include Raiatea Helm and the 1933 Ukulele Allstars. 

“Among the many charms of Hawaii is its music, especially the ukulele, which fills 
the air like a gentle breeze,” said Kazuyuki Sekiguchi, chair of the Ukulele 
Foundation of Hawaii, the event organizer. “Since our first Ukulele Picnic in 
Hawaii in 2009, it’s been our goal to share Hawaii’s culture through the instrument 
that for many symbolizes Hawaiian music, the ukulele.” 

The complete three-day event lineup is as follows: 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, Noon to 2 p.m. 
“Ukulele Picnic Special Live” at the Beach Bar, level one of the Moana-
Surfrider, A Westin Resort & Spa (2365 Kalakaua Ave.). February 17 performers 
include: 

• Boo Takagi 
• Yoko Oginome 
• Yoshio Nomura 



• Sekiguchi Band 
• Kenta Ebara 

The event is free and open to the public. Food and/or beverage purchase is 
required for Beach Bar seating. 

 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 11 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Ala Moana Center will host Day 
Two of Ukulele Picnic in 
Hawaii from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at 
Centerstage with ukulele virtuosos 
from Hawaii and Japan. February 
18 performers include: 

• Raiatea Helm 
• Mark Yamanaka 
• Kamuela Kimokeo & Hiʻikua 
• Kala’e Camarillo 
• Kalei Gamiao & Corey 

Fujimoto 
• Jody Kamisato & Ukulele 

Hale 
• Kenta Ebara 
• Homies Ukulele Orchestra 
• 1933 Ukulele Allstars 
• And more 

The Ala Moana Center event is free and open to the public. “We are honored to 
host the return of the Ukulele Picnic and we look forward to welcoming the 
talented performers and many fans to Ala Moana Center,” said Jake Wilson, vice 
president and senior general manager, Ala Moana Center. “After more than two 
years, we’re pleased to be able to host an event of this magnitude at Centerstage, 
all while enhancing the shopping experience.” 

 

 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 4 to 7 p.m. 
“Premium Ukulele Party and Boo Takagi Tribute” @ DECK. (*Leahi Room & 
Lanai), Queen Kapiolani Hotel. This airy venue with views of Diamond Head and 



the Pacific Ocean is the ideal performance space for the Premium Ukulele Party, 
which also will celebrate the upcoming 90th birthday of legendary performer Boo 
Takagi. The February 19 lineup includes: 

• Raiatea Helm 
• 1933 Ukulele Allstars (Kazuyuki Sekiguchi, Boo Takagi, Yoko Oginome, 

Yoshio Nomura, Yanagiman, Yu Hatakeyama, and Kimiko Wakiyama) 
• And more 

Tickets for individuals are $130 and tables for 8 are $1,000. Learn more and book 
at: https://www.ukulelepicnicinhawaii.org/en/howto.html 
 
For questions and inquiries about this or any other Ukulele Picnic in Hawaii events 
and the most current schedule, please call 808-375-8763, or 
visit https://www.ukulelepicnicinhawaii.org/en/contact.html. 
 
“We are thrilled to perform at three different venues this year and have selected 
places that are convenient and familiar to both locals and visitors,” Sekiguchi said. 
“We believe this is an opportunity for Hawaii residents who have never 
experienced Ukulele Picnic before, as well as tourists from the mainland and 
Japan, to discover this exciting musical event.” 
 
For more information, please visit http://www.ukulelepicnicinhawaii.org/en or 
follow Ukulele Festival 
on Twitter (https://twitter.com/UkulelePicnic), Facebook (https://www.facebook.co
m/UkulelePicnicHawaii) and Instagram @ukulelepicnichi. 
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ABOUT UKULELE PICNIC IN HAWAII 
Ukulele Picnic in Hawaii is a free event that everyone can enjoy regardless of origin 
or language, with the motto "Ukulele connects people." Produced by the Ukulele 
Foundation, Ukulele Picnic in Hawaii began in 2009 and continued live until 2020. 
During the pandemic, performances were held virtually and organizers are pleased to 
bring the event back to Hawaii in 2023 with a live, three-day performance format. 
Ukulele Picnic is not only a way to rediscover the wonders of the ukulele, but also an 
event where participants express gratitude and respect for all of Hawaii and its music. 
For information: ukulelepicnicinhawaii.org 



 
ABOUT The UKULELE FOUNDATION of HAWAII 
The Ukulele Foundation of Hawaii is a non profit organization (501 (c)3 public charity) 
established in 2007 whose primary objective is to support music in education, as well 
as various charities and arts throughout Hawai`i, Japan and the world through 
collective interest and awareness of the ukulele. The mission of the Ukulele 
Foundation of Hawai`i is to establish an ukulele museum that will facilitate social, 
educational and cultural activities in a friendly environment that perpetuates 
happiness and joy of the ukulele. 
 
The vision for the Ukulele Museum is a world-class museum and entertainment 
center in Hawaii. It will be a place for ukulele enthusiasts to gather; a place for 
educational programs such as lectures, school excursions and training destinations; a 
place where various music events are held; and a place for Hawaiian residents to 
relax. Ukulele Foundation of Hawaii website: http://www.ukulelefoundation.org/en 
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